
Tom Carpenter Position Statement 
 

1 

POSITION STATEMENT FROM TOM CARPENTER, CANDIDATE FOR FLAT ROCK VILLAGE COUNCIL 
 
Now that I have registered to run for the Flat Rock District 1 Village Council seat being vacated by 
Vice-Mayor Nick Weedman, I thought it would be helpful for the voters to know where I stand on 
the most pressing issues confronting Flat Rock at this time, as well as how I intend to conduct 
myself during the campaign period leading up to the November 5 election, and my philosophy on 
being a public servant if I am elected. Here are my views on each issue. 
 
N. Highland Lake Road Project: 
 
The issues associated with this road project, and the history of how it came about, have been 
repeatedly discussed and debated both in the press and at numerous Flat Rock Village Council 
meetings. Therefore, I will not repeat them here, but simply state where I stand on this issue. 
 
I believe that the taking of private property against the wishes of the legal owners by eminent 
domain for a project that is neither needed nor wanted is morally wrong, and is an abuse of 
government power. The NCDOT has stated on several occasions that N. Highland Lake Road is 
rated 0 (from a scale of 0 = lowest priority to 5= highest priority) by the NCDOT for road 
congestion, road safety, and road condition. The traffic volume on this road is currently around 30% 
of capacity during peak commuting times according to NCDOT, and it may possibly double in the 
next 20 years to only around 60% of capacity. By that time, self-driving cars will be a reality and, if 
what the automotive engineers promise is true, traffic congestion will be a thing of the past. 
 
I believe that straightening the curves on this road will lead to increased traffic speed, resulting in 
less, not more, safety for travelers. This project will also take away the natural beauty of one of the 
main entries into our Village, lessening our enjoyment of travelling down this road to reach our 
homes. 
 
I believe the amount of land to be taken from the park to construct a new entrance and additional 
parking spaces based upon the current plan is excessive, and that more reasonable means can be 
found to address these issues than what is currently intended. 
 
Using NCDOT monies (our tax dollars, actually) to fund this project as part of a plan to run a multi-
use path from the Flat Rock Park to the Sandburg Home is both a misuse of public funds, and a 
premature destruction of the property of those affected along N. Highland Lake Road. I am not 
against multi-use paths and/or sidewalks. In fact my family and I enjoy walking and hiking.   
 
However, to start a project like this before adequate planning has taken place is both a disservice to 
those folks who will lose their land against their will, and a folly if the means to complete this path 
cannot be found. If this project is not able to be completed because no logical and/or legal way can 
be found to connect the Park with the Sandburg Home, then the property owners along N. Highland 
Lake Road will have suffered great harm for no reason. This is no way to treat the people we are 
supposed to represent. By all means investigate the feasibility and cost of constructing this path, but 
we should not begin the construction of any part of it before all due diligence has been done, those 
affected have been treated and listened to with dignity and respect, and the actual costs have been 
determined. Once these steps have been completed, the plan needs to be discussed with our citizens 
to address any questions and concerns. Only then should construction begin. 
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In numerous meetings with NCDOT representatives over the past nineteen months concerning this 
project, NCDOT has presented an alternative apart from the current N. Highland Lake Road plan to 
address some issues that Flat Rock residents have brought up that do need to be considered. NCDOT 
has pointed out many times that Flat Rock Village Council can cancel the planned construction 
project without penalty or trouble simply by voting it down, as long as this was done prior to the 
beginning of the actual construction (I was told by an NCDOT representative on July 19, 2019 that 
construction will begin on or around February 1, 2021). The Village Council could then request 
block grants for up to $250,000 each from the State of North Carolina if there are problem areas 
along this road that need to be addressed.    
 
Finally, in the July 19, 2019 meeting with NCDOT, I was told that the N. Highland Lake Road 
project may take as long as two (2) years to complete from the date construction begins if 
complications are encountered. Considering the disruption currently being experienced by our 
residents with the roundabout being constructed on Greenville Highway, do we really want to 
subject our constituents to this major inconvenience for a project that NCDOT says does not need to 
be done? 
 
Sign Litigation Issue: 
 
Recently the Village was served with legal papers challenging the last sign ordinance changes on 
Constitutional grounds inferring an infringement on the right to free speech by the folks who had 
posted the signs on their own property. It is my hope that the Village Council will work quickly to 
settle this issue soon to ensure that Flat Rock has a sign ordinance that respects our Constitutional 
right to free speech, provides methods of protest that still preserve the natural beauty of Flat Rock, 
and avoids a costly and unnecessary litigation. It is my belief that two reasonable parties, discussing 
their differences in an equitable manner, can almost always come to a rational agreement. The use of 
lawsuits should only be considered in the most extreme situations. If elected, I will work diligently 
to have this matter resolved in an expeditious manner, with a compromise that satisfies both sides, 
without the need for litigation. 
 
Recent Tax Increase in Flat Rock: 
 
At the July, 2019 Village Council meeting, the Council voted to increase our tax rate from $0.11 to 
$0.13 for 2020, an increase of 18.2% (Nick Weedman was the lone dissenting vote on this proposal). 
The initial budget proposal called for an increase from $0.11 to $0.12, or 9.1%. Still high, but only 
half of what the residents of Flat Rock will be hit with after the July vote. The increase to $0.12 was 
necessary due to the higher costs for our Village fire protection and other routine expenditures. The 
additional increase to $0.13 included $25,000 for (avoidable) litigation, a $10,000 increase in 
donations to the Flat Rock theatre, and a significant increase in funding for the Flat Rock Park on top 
of what has already been spent there.  
 
If elected, I will propose that ways for us to save the taxpayers’ money be found and that the tax rate 
be reduced back to $0.12 for 2021 (a reduction of 9.1% from the new 2020 tax rate). 
 
The Future of Flat Rock: 
 
Flat Rock is what it is, with our unique and fascinating history, our ecological treasures, and our 
wonderful and caring people because the folks entrusted with our heritage over the past 180 years 
had the vision and foresight not to ruin what was already good. If elected I will work hard to ensure 
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that the historical, environmental, cultural, and economic future of Flat Rock is handled with 
extreme care to preserve the beauty and small town hominess that drew us to this wonderful place.  
 
When repairs or improvements to roads and infrastructure are needed or requested, they must be 
considered with great care not only by the elected representatives, but also by those who will be 
impacted or affected by them before going forward. Our home is indeed a unique place in so many 
ways, and the duty of our elected officials is to work with the residents of Flat Rock to determine 
TOGETHER what the best way to move into the future is. If elected, that will always be my aim. 
 
How I will run for the office of Flat Rock Village Council: 
 
I believe that this country has far too many people in office who are “politicians,” while what we 
need most now are Statesmen (and women) in all level of government. What is the difference? 
Politicians, in my experience, seek to serve their own needs and desires, and those of outside groups 
who funnel money to their campaign funds in exchange for future favors or consideration. Statesmen 
seek to provide for the greater good and happiness of those who elect them. There is a vast 
difference between the two. 
 
Likewise, most recent elections in this country seem to be built upon trashing the opposing 
candidate(s) and seeing who can dig up the most muck. During the period leading up to the 
November elections, I intend to address only the issues at hand and will neither initiate nor respond 
to any personal attacks, name-calling, or other abuse, nor will I encourage others to do so. I believe it 
is possible to have a civil, constructive discourse or debate with another person who might have a 
differing opinion without being abusive or insulting, and that is how I plan to conduct myself during 
this time. This is the least we can do for those who will be voting in November. I believe that voters 
in this country are, for the most part, intelligent and discerning enough to determine which 
candidate(s) will best represent them without having to be subjected to public displays of nastiness 
or venom between those running for public office. They deserve better than that. 
 

Tom Carpenter, Candidate for Flat Rock Village Council 
 


